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MassMutual knows the value of teamwork. That’s why we’re proud to
continue our longstanding partnership with Springfield’s hockey team
for the 2023-2024 season.

Together we’re greater than one. 
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Thunderbirds fans,

On behalf of our entire organization, I am once again so pleased to welcome you back for the seventh sea-
son of Springfield Thunderbirds hockey.

After an unforgettable run to the Calder Cup Finals in 2022, we saw firsthand just how much that impacted 
our city in such a spectacular way last season. Including the postseason, each of you had a hand in
allowing us to reach an incredible milestone of 15 sellout crowds over just 37 games. Almost 40% of our 
games were played without a single seat unaccounted for, and our players made it known to all of us just 
how big a lift you provide them.

While we were as bummed out as all of you when our playoff run came to a much earlier end, it did not 
diminish what was another memory-making season. We saw players reach heights never before seen for the 
T-Birds as Joel Hofer became the first player in our history to be named to the season-ending AHL All-Star 
team, while Martin Frk became just the second player to reach 30 goals in a single T-Birds season.

In the stands and in a charitable sense, all of you played a monumental role there as well. Our specialty 
jersey nights brought not only new looks for the team on the ice, but immense generosity in the form of 
donations to causes benefiting our military and celebrating the courage of our local breast cancer survivors, 
just to name a few.

Having now seen Calder Cup playoff action inside the MassMutual Center for two consecutive seasons, the 
St. Louis Blues have continued to put an emphasis on putting a winning product on the ice while laying the 
groundwork for the next era of NHL stars in the Gateway to the West. We are excited for all of you to see 
new talents blossom in the Pioneer Valley.

As for what you will see in the stands and inside the Thunderdome, as we have done in years past, we are 
exponentially increasing our efforts to provide something for fans from ages 3 to 93. Your favorite tradi-
tions will be back once again, sprinkled in with some new themes and appearances that are sure to
satisfy your entertainment appetite.

Lifelong memories for our fans and a Calder Cup championship 
on the ice remain the ultimate goals for the T-Birds, and we 
know that each and every one of you will be behind us every 
step of the way. Welcome back to the 413, and let your voices 
be heard, Springfield hockey fans!

Nathan Costa
President,
Springfield Thunderbirds

A Letter From the President





2023-2024 SEASON

SCOTT HOWSON
PRESIDENT AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

AMERICAN HOCKEY LEAGUE

Dear Fans,

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the 2023-24 American Hockey 
League season, as we continue a tradition of excellence that can be 
traced back to our league’s founding nearly nine decades ago.

The AHL is as proud as ever of its role in developing nearly all of the 
players, coaches, executives, trainers, broadcasters and officials who 
you see throughout the National Hockey League today. Generations 
of our great fans have cheered on future superstars, Stanley Cup 
champions and Hockey Hall of Famers as they have come through the 
AHL.

This season is sure to be another memorable one, from the 
excitement of opening night to the pageantry of the AHL All-Star 
Classic in San Jose to the thrills and emotion of the Calder Cup 
Playoffs.

On behalf of all of our teams, thank you for your continuing support of 
the AHL.

Sincerely,

Scott Howson
President & CEO  |  American Hockey League

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT



Jordan Smith - Assistant coach
Jordan Smith was hired as the Thunderbirds assistant coach on August 8, 2022. Smith, 36, spent the last 
five years in the Ontario Hockey League as an Associate Coach with the Sudbury Wolves
(2017-18) and Soo Greyhounds (2018-22). He was on the same coaching staff as current Thunderbirds 
goalie coach Dan Stewart with the Greyhounds from 2018-20. Smith reached the postseason with the 
Soo in 2019 and 2022. In his playing career, Smith was a second-round selection by the Anaheim Ducks in 
2004 but was forced to retire from professional hockey due to injury after two AHL seasons with the 
Cincinnati Mighty Ducks and Portland Pirates. He also skated for the Greyhounds from 2001-05, putting 
up 68 points (13g, 55a) in 211 games in the OHL.

Daniel Tkaczuk - Assistant coach
Tkaczuk joined the St. Louis Blues organization in 2016 as an assistant coach with the club’s AHL 
affiliate, the Chicago Wolves. After spending the 2017-18 season as a Skills Coach with the Blues, he 
rejoined the AHL affiliate as an assistant coach under Drew Bannister in 2018, a role he has held ever 
since. The Toronto, Ontario native began his coaching career in the OHL as an assistant coach with the 
Owen Sound Attack from 2011-15 before spending the 2015-16 season with the Kitchener Rangers. Tk-
aczuk and Bannister were co-assistant coaches with Owen Sound from 2012-15. Tkaczuk was the sixth 
overall draft pick in the 1997 NHL Draft by the Calgary Flames who played 12 professional seasons in 
both North America and Europe. As a member of the Saint John Flames, Tkaczuk captured a Calder Cup 
championship in 2000-01.  In 286 AHL games with Saint John, the Worcester IceCats, Bridgeport Sound 
Tigers, Charlotte, Syracuse, Rochester, and Hartford, Tkaczuk posted 59 goals and 109 assists for 
168 points. He was a career point-per-game performer in the playoffs, scoring 14 goals and adding 17 
assists in 29 career Calder Cup playoff contests.

Drew Bannister - Head Coach
Drew Bannister was named Head Coach of the St. Louis Blues’ AHL affiliate in 2018. 
The Sudbury, Ontario native spent the previous three seasons as head coach of the Sault Ste. Marie 
Greyhounds of the OHL. In 2017-18, Bannister led the Greyhounds to franchise records in both wins 
(55-7-6) and points (116) en route to capturing the franchise’s fifth Hamilton Spectator Trophy as the 
OHL regular season champion. Bannister was a second-round draft pick of the Tampa Bay Lightning 
in 1992. He enjoyed a six-year National Hockey League (NHL) career, including stints with Tampa Bay, 
Edmonton, Anaheim and New York (Rangers). Overall, he collected 30 points in 164 career NHL regular 
season games. He also spent four seasons in the American Hockey League (AHL), including 1999-2000, 
when he captured the Calder Cup Championship with the Hartford Wolf Pack.

Kevin Maxwell - General MAnager
Kevin Maxwell was named the General Manager of the Springfield Thunderbirds on August 1, 2022. 
He joins the Blues organization following 14 seasons in the scouting department with the New York 
Rangers. Since 2011, Maxwell had served as the Rangers’ Director of Professional Scouting. New York 
reached the Stanley Cup Playoffs in 10 of Maxwell’s 14 seasons in the organization, including a trip to 
the Eastern Conference Finals last season. Maxwell skated in eight professional seasons, including 
66 NHL games with the North Stars, Colorado Rockies, and New Jersey Devils. In his AHL playing career, 
Maxwell was a member of two Calder Cup winners with the Maine Mariners in 1984 and the Hershey 
Bears in his final playing season in 1988.

Casey Barile - assistant Equipment manager
Barile returns to the Thunderbirds staff in his third year. Barile graduated from Kent State in 2017, 
after playing forward for three years for the Kent State Golden Flashes men’s ice hockey team.

steve passineau - Equipment manager
A native of Albany, Passineau started his professional career with the AHL’s Albany River Rats in 2006 
as an assistant equipment manager. He spent one season with the ECHL’s Florida Everblades in 2010, 
then moved to the AHL’s San Antonio Rampage as Equipment Manager until the team’s move in 2020. 
Passineau reached his 1,000th career game in January 2020. 

abe edson - strength and conditioning Coach
Edson is with this 6th year with the Blues organization after starting the San Antonio Rampage in 
2018. The Penn State alum spent some time with AHL’s Bakersfield Condors as well. Edson received his 
master’s degree from the California University of Pennsylvania in 2019 in Exercise Science.

Julia Snow- Assistant Athletic Trainer
Julia Snow was named the assistant athletic trainer for the Thunderbirds on August 3, 2022. She 
becomes the third female hired to work as an athletic trainer in the AHL. Snow spent last season as 
head athletic trainer for the ECHL’s Worcester Railers, and her experience spans a variety of Division I 
sports, indoor arena football, and amateur baseball.

Koryd lavimoniere- athletic trainer
The Dartmouth, MA native is in his 6th year with the Blues organization after spending 3 seasons with 
the San Antonio Rampage. Prior to that, Lavimoniere was the athletic trainer for the ECHL’s Norfolk 
Admirals for 2 years, as well as the SPHL’s Lousiana IceGators. He graduated from Westfield State in 
2012 and received his masters in 2015 from Sacred Heart University.

Jeff jordan - Manager of Hockey Operations
Jordan joined the St. Louis Blues organization as a video coach for AHL’s San Antonio Rampage in 2019. 
Originally from Ottawa, Jordan has held multiple coaching positions throughout the OHL and CCHL. 
Starting in 2014, he held the assistant coach position for the OHL’s Ottawa 67’s, then moved to the 
CCHL’s Kanata Lasers in 2016 as head coach. In the last 2018 season, he was named head coach of the 
CCHL’s Kemptville 73’s. Jordan also coached Team Ontario in the Canada Winter Games in 2019.

Hockey Operations Staff

Dan Stewart - Goaltending coach
Stewart joins the Thunderbirds for his third season with the team. Previously, he was a goaltending 
coach for the OJHL’s Coburg Cougars in 2011, where he played with the team from 1992-94. The Toronto 
native also held the same position with the OHL’s Soo Greyhounds and USports University of Ontario 
Institute of Technology from 2016 to 2020.
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THE BEGINNINGS 
Embarking on its 88th 

season of play in 2023-

24, the American Hockey 

League is continuing a 

tradition of excellence 

that began in 1936 when 

the Canadian-American 

Hockey League joined with 

the International Hockey 

League to form what is 

today known as the AHL. 

Eight teams hit the ice that 

first season, representing 

Buffalo, Cleveland, New 

Haven, Philadelphia, 

Pittsburgh, Providence, 

Springfield and Syracuse.

Frank Calder, the 

National Hockey League’s 

president at the time, 

was instrumental in the 

forming of this new league, 

and his name would be 

given to its championship

trophy. The first Calder 

Cup was won by the 

Syracuse Stars in 1937; 

the Hershey Bears 

captured their league-

best 12th championship 

last spring.

From those roots, the 

American Hockey League 

has grown into a 32-

team, coast-to-coast 

league that provides fans 

with exciting, high-level 

professional hockey while 

preparing thousands of 

players, coaches, officials, 

executives, trainers, 

broadcasters and more for 

careers in the NHL.

THE LEGENDS 
For nearly nine decades, the American 

Hockey League has been home to some 

of the greatest players in the history of 

our sport. In fact, there are 130 honored 

members of the Hockey Hall of Fame 

who have been affiliated with the AHL 

during their careers. All-time greats 

from Milt Schmidt and Gump Worsley 

to Roberto Luongo and Martin St. Louis 

came through the AHL ranks and now 

find themselves enshrined in Toronto, and 

the coveted Calder Cup is inscribed with 

the names of legendary AHL alumni like 

Johnny Bower, Larry Robinson, Gerry 

Cheevers, Andy Bathgate, Tim Horton, 

Al Arbour, Emile Francis, Patrick Roy, 

Doug Harvey and Billy Smith.

Percentage of all NHL 
players in 2022-23 who 
were graduates of the AHL

THE PLAYERS 
In today’s National 

Hockey League nearly 90 

percent of the players are 

AHL alumni, including 

2022-23 Vezina Trophy 

winner Linus Ullmark, 

Norris Trophy recipient 

Erik Karlsson and Selke 

Trophy winner Patrice 

Bergeron. The 2023 

Stanley Cup champion 

Vegas Golden Knights were 

stocked with AHL graduates 

including captain Mark 

Stone, goaltender Adin 

Hill and three-time AHL 

All-Star and Conn Smythe 

Trophy winner Jonathan 

Marchessault.

During the 2022-23 season, 

a total of 924 AHL alumni 

played in the National 

Hockey League. There were 

375 players who skated in 

both leagues last year alone, 

and 238 former first- and 

second-round NHL draft 

picks developed their skills 

in the AHL last season, 

including Simon Nemec, 

David Jiricek, Jiri Kulich, 

Lukas Reichel, William 

Eklund, Jesper Wallstedt, 

Thomas Harley and Calder 

Cup champions Connor 

McMichael and Hendrix 

Lapierre.

BY THE NUMBERS

87.2%A TRADITION OF

THE COACHES 
At the start of the 2023-24 season, the National 

Hockey League featured 22 head coaches who 

were former AHL bench bosses, including Bruce 

Cassidy of the 2023 Stanley Cup champion Vegas 

Golden Knights and newcomers Greg Cronin of 

the Anaheim Ducks, Ryan Huska of the Calgary 

Flames and Spencer Carbery of the Washington 

Capitals.

Tampa Bay’s Jon Cooper, Toronto’s Sheldon 

Keefe, Minnesota’s Dean Evason, Edmonton’s 

Jay Woodcroft and Detroit’s Derek Lalonde 

are also among the current NHL coaches who 

spent time in the American Hockey League before 

making the jump.

Former AHL players who 
skated in the NHL last season

924

AHL players who also played 
in the NHL in 2022-23

375

Former 1st- and 2nd-round 
NHL draft picks who skated 
in the AHL in 2022-23

238

L .  TO  R . :   A H L  G R A D UAT E S  M I K KO  R A N TA N E N ,  I G O R  S H E S T E R K I N ,  TAG E  T H O M P S O N ,  JA S O N  R O B E R T S O N ,  L I N U S  U L L M A R K

JONATHAN MARCHESSAULT
3-TIME AHL ALL-STAR

2023 STANLEY CUP CHAMPION
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Cont.

I vividly remember stepping inside the MassMutual Center for the first time on a summer day in 
2016, ready to embark on my own professional hockey journey. I was equal parts excited, nervous, 
and eager.

Bruce Landon – who by now is rightfully seen as a legend of hockey in Springfield – was
instrumental in getting me up to speed on so many areas of the hockey operation. Among the 
various bits of insight he passed down to me, he encouraged me to touch base with the off-ice 
officials, starting with the supervisor of the group.

For those unfamiliar with a game night procedure, the off-ice officiating crew in each AHL
market is made up of individuals who are often times 
making very modest wages, volunteering their free 
time on weekend evenings normally out of a love of 
sport and a level of integrity second to none. They 
track the goals, assists, penalties, run the penalty box 
doors, operate goal judge duties, and serve as an extra 
resource to the on-ice officials. Without them, smooth 
games would not be
possible.

These men and women may have grown up
idolizing the team in their market, but when working on a game night, there is no fandom, no 
bias, no ulterior motives.

James Henry Denver, Jr. – or simply “Jay” as he was dubbed by all that knew him – was the
epitome of a hockey lifer. His father, James H. Denver, Sr. (“Jim”) was a supervisor of off-ice
officials for Springfield hockey, and in his 20s, Jay became a part of his father’s crew as a penalty 
box attendant in the Indians era of the late 1960s and early 1970s. Winter nights for the Denvers 
were often spent inside the walls of the Springfield Civic Center from the time of its opening in 
1972. 

Jim passed away in 2004, but the all-important leadership role stayed in the family, and Jay
became the unquestioned and unparalleled captain of the off-ice officials.

Officiating was a year-round passion for Jay – outside of hockey duty, he umpired for USSSA 
(United States Specialty Sports Association) for more than four decades, culminating in a spot 
in the organization’s Hall of Fame. For an additional 20-plus years, he wore the stripes on high 
school football and basketball surfaces, for which he garnered countless praise and accolades.

His resume is unquestionably representative of a man who loved the integrity and competition of 
sport, but when I think of Jay, I remember something different.

Which brings me back to the late summer of 2016. Bruce had called Jay into the MassMutual
Center to introduce us to one another and get our-
selves acquainted to how we would be working to-
gether. 

From the millisecond I met Jay Denver, it became 
abundantly clear to me that there would be no
sugar-coating, no wasted breath, and a meticulous
degree of detail. In the span of about 10 minutes, he 
had walked me through all hallways, elevators, and 
floors of the arena. Rosters were to be placed “here”, 
computers are to be set up “there”, lineups are to be 
given by warm-ups, and most importantly, all issues 
are to be reported to Jay.

Jay commanded an unspoken but outward respect 
from the onset of our relationship, and I was instantly 
drawn to his professionalism. As a 24-year-old
“rookie,” I knew I was a target, so to speak, if things 
broke down. However, Jay had, through no
additional “rah-rah” speeches, taught me a wonderful 
lesson in what it meant to be in pro sports. For all
elements of a franchise to be successful, an
unwavering focus on your task is needed at all times, free of emotional biases and contempt.

I was not always perfect in that area, nor will I ever be in all likelihood, and as many can attest, Jay 
would quickly remind you of your responsibilities if you had a slip, sometimes in a louder fashion.

As seasons passed, I have learned to embrace and appreciate the little things in my
day-to-day work. On game nights, one of my absolute favorite things is catching up with the
wonderful people both at home and on the road. Whether it’s fellow broadcasters, camera
operators, beat reporters, NHL scouts, hockey management, all the way down to elevator operators 
and janitorial staff, the trek to the broadcast booth allows you a unique chance to learn a lot about 
people.

Without fail, about 60-90 minutes before every game at the MassMutual Center, my booth door 
would squeak and creak open, and a familiar, matter-of-fact “Hello, how are you?” would be fired 
my way from Jay.

After the business-first sharing of lineups, our topics of conversation branched any of a
number of directions. Sometimes, it was thinking back to a questionable call in a prior game and 
what Jay would have done in that situation. Other times, it would be a venting session for one or 
both of us, and I am not afraid to admit I was the victim of more than a couple ribbings from Jay.

Left to Right: Chris Dion, Rick Marchese, Bruce Landon, Jay Denver, Jon Peloquin

Jay Denver with the Ricard F. Canning Trophy

A Springfield Hockey Lifer
Remembering Jay Denver

By Ryan Smith
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But as I have learned in this industry, chirps and ribbings will 99% of the time equate to
being a satirical show of appreciation and respect. I know that’s how I felt when I would sometimes 
tell Jay he had done this for too long and would never actually retire. 

I secretly hoped he would never retire, but when 
we lost Jay on August 31 of this summer, I was be-
yond heartbroken to be correct. He never did retire 
from the sport he was born into, and in that sense, 
I am grateful he had hockey as part of his life to his 
final days.

What I never did mention above is the fact that Jay 
had battled cancer, on-and-off, for the entire
duration of our time together. That’s probably 
because you simply never would have known. Like 
his work inside the walls of the rink, there was no 
excuse for giving less than 100% to whatever was in 
front of you.

To me, one of the greatest tributes I can give to Jay is how many different team broadcasters and
organization members reached out to me and the T-Birds to share their memories and recollections. 
In a position where you have to deal with emotionally-driven players, coaches, and officials, Jay 
found a way to maintain his fervent integrity while still having immense respect for everyone around 

him. 

Our hearts are hurting for the entire Denver family, but 
most notably for his granddaughter Lillian Elizabeth 
(LE), who was perhaps the one single person on this 
planet who could break down his tough exterior
(at least, from my experience). The stories, the videos, 
and the photos she will get to see and hear as she grows 
up will make her so proud of where she came from.

As I am writing out my charts and broadcast notes in 
my booth all year, I will probably still be waiting for the 
sound of the creaking door and the arrival of the man 
with the white mustache. I am gutted that I will
never again get to be on the business end of a Jay
Denver chirp, but I know the best way to honor him is 
through staunch professionalism, unwavering integrity, 
and most of all, a complete love of this great game.

Jay and daughter Kate

Jay with his granddaughter Lillian Elizabeth



Nationally recognized for providing high-quality care, Mercy Medical Center has 
brought comprehensive care to our patients and their families for more than 100 years. 

Providing services including sports medicine, orthopedics, cardiology, neurosurgery, 
cancer care and more, our talented team is committed to being your trusted 
health partner for life. 

We proudly support the Springfield Thunderbirds and wish them a 
successful season!

413-748-9000 • TrinityHealthOfNE.org

Stick With Our Team



A National Hockey League preseason game holds different importance to 
each and every player. For NHL veterans, it’s a chance to knock off rust, 
tune up their skills, and reacquaint themselves with teammates. For young 
prospects, it’s a chance to showcase abilities in hopes of making NHL dreams a 
reality.

In Drew Callin’s case, its meaning is something quite unique. At 28 years of age, Callin has yet to 
play professionally on an NHL contract but don’t let that take away from his full hockey story - one 
of tireless work, a team-first attitude, and a lesson in making the most of opportunity.

After four seasons at his alma mater, Bentley University in Waltham, Mass., the Middleton, Wis. 
native turned pro in the spring of 2019, joining the ECHL’s Worcester Railers. From that spring to 
the fall of 2021, with the chaos of a global pandemic interrupting, Callin skated in 92 ECHL games 
and proved to be a reliable two-way commodity with 45 points in that time, including 14 goals in 
54 games in 2019-20 prior to the COVID stoppage.

The 2021-22 Thunderbirds began their march toward an Eastern Conference championship with a 
flying start, starting 14-3-2-0 through the end of November. 

That’s where Callin’s story kicks in. Springfield’s impending trip to Rochester had to be postponed 
due to a COVID-19 outbreak within the Amerks’ dressing room, and within the week, more than 
half a dozen T-Birds were also stricken with the virus, meaning that head coach Drew Bannister 
and then-general manager Kevin McDonald had to scramble to field a full lineup. 

On the morning of December 9, just over 24 hours before Springfield’s
impending matchup on home ice against Toronto, Callin was summoned - out of equal parts
necessity and reward - from the Railers and immediately pegged to make his AHL debut the
following evening. 

With no timetable on players getting 
out of COVID protocol, and therefore 
no semblance of knowing how long 
he could be staying in the AHL, Callin 
made it known instantaneously that 
this game was a chance he would not 
squander. 

While Springfield would fall 4-2, it was 
Callin who shined brightest, leading 
all players on either team with six 
shots on goal and adding his first AHL 
goal late in the final period.

Callin would contribute 12 shots over 

his first three games in addition to his goal while providing a much-needed right-hand face-off 
specialist for Bannister’s lineup. His steady presence and responsible game did not go quietly on 
management, and just seven days after his debut, he inked an AHL contract, ensuring he would 
be staying with Springfield.

Since that day, Callin has skated in over 100 AHL games and has never been returned to the 
ECHL.

An undrafted player locking down an AHL roster spot is an accomplishment in and of itself, but 
the Blues took it upon themselves to give Callin an even bigger reward - an invite to training camp 
this fall. A camp invite does not always equate to getting into an exhibition game, but on Monday 
morning, Callin got the news every hockey-playing kid dreams about: he would be playing an NHL 
game the following night.

Callin’s first reaction was to call his
parents in Middleton.

“I told them right away, and my dad
instantly canceled his work plans and 
my mom just said, ‘Yup, we’re coming.’”

To the average person, a preseason 
NHL game is hardly a monumental
occasion, but for Callin, it was validation 
for years of effort and love for the game.

“I’m on the older side, so it’s more
rewarding for me. It’s been a lot of work over the years and grinding since I’ve been with Spring-
field. (The Thunderbirds) have been so great to me. Being here with the big club is truly special.”

Callin admitted there were jitters as he stepped onto the ice for pregame warmups, but was
reassured by the advice of his veteran teammates.

“(They told me) to have fun, enjoy it, and play a simple game.”

Callin more than held his own, playing just over 12 minutes and showing his penalty-killing
prowess in St. Louis’ 3-2 win before a well-populated Tuesday night crowd at Enterprise Center.

“(The crowd) was pretty crazy; the fans here are very loyal. For me, just going out of the tunnel 
and seeing the bright lights there - it’s something you dream about when you’re a little kid, even if 
it’s preseason. It was a fun night and one I’ll remember for sure.”

So the question had to be asked - does the childhood dream match up with the reality of playing 
an NHL game?

“Absolutely. Guys are trying to earn spots out there. It’s intense, it’s high-paced, and it’s everything 
I thought it would be.”

By Ryan Smith

Callin’s NHL Exhibition 
Debut Worth the Wait



Voice of the Thunderbirds,
Broadcaster Ryan Smith

It’s hardly a secret that more than 80% of NHL players spent time in the AHL, but in many prime examples, 
it is within the first three AHL seasons that a player has solidified himself as someone who is ready to make 
the leap. In a results-driven business like professional sports, however, that often means that the NHL
opportunity could slip down to other hungry prospects.

Springfield boasts a quartet of forwards who all will be entering their third T-Birds seasons, and while some 
have tasted the NHL and others are still very much on the youthful side, the 2023-24 season could prove to 
be pivotal in their career trajectories.

The Importance of Year Three
  Numerous Blues prospects face important third years in the organization

#11 Hugh McGing
While this will be McGing’s third season with Springfield, he does already have 161 games 
of AHL experience under his belt coming into the new campaign, and the pesky winger has 
steadily improved with each passing season, seeing his goal, assist, and point totals all
improve from 2021-22 to 2022-23. With Martin Frk and Matthew Highmore moving on from 

the organization, McGing will undoubtedly be 
heavily utilized in all situations, including the 
penalty kill, where he and Will Bitten
combined to comprise one of the most
explosive forward killing duos in the league. 

McGing’s steady, speed-first play was
rewarded by St. Louis when he made his NHL 
debut late last season. Originally a fifth-round 
pick by the Blues in 2018, the Chicago na-
tive has shown remarkable durability despite 
his rugged play style and smaller 5-foot-8, 

176-pound frame, missing only ten games in the last two years. 

McGing plays a direct game that has seen like-minded players earn chances with Blues head 
coach Craig Berube, in particular Nathan Walker, who parlayed a similarly energetic style 
into a more permanent NHL roster spot dating back over the past two seasons. McGing 
hopes he can be a similar case study moving forward.

#18 Mathias Laferriere

Coming off a prolific major junior career that saw 
him post well over a point-per-game in his final 
two QMJHL seasons, Laferriere has undergone 
some trying moments in his pro career. Spring-
field’s tremendous depth and good fortune with 
health in 2021-22 left Laferriere from seeing any 
playoff action, and a freak upper-body injury early 
last season curtailed what had been a terrific start 
to his sophomore campaign.

Even still, Laferriere took major steps forward by 
putting home 26 points in 50 games while making the tough transition from wing to center at 
times during the year. His puck skills and vision are some of his best attributes, and with more 
opportunity, he should have a chance to showcase more of that ability in the season ahead. The 
clock is ticking, though, as Laferriere enters the final year of his entry-level contract with perhaps 
more to prove than others on this list.

#27 Keean Washkurak
As a 20-year-old rookie in 2021-22, Washkurak was 
a revelation for T-Birds head coach Drew Bannister, 
going from a fringe player to a regular checking line 
contributor, and his 13 goals were proof of results 
despite not seeing the highest share of ice time. He 
became a reliable and gritty player who is never shy 
about taking a puck or some punches for the good of 
his teammates.

Unfortunately, nagging injuries limited Washkurak 
to just 45 games a season ago, and he could not 
regain his consistent form from his rookie year, 
netting just 13 points. As Springfield is likely to ice 
a younger lineup from top-to-bottom in 2023-24, 
Washkurak, at just 22 years of age, will be looked 
upon as more of a leader than the average 22-year-
old player, and if his offensive output can match his high-flying motor, he could become an
enticing option for St. Louis down the road.



#41 Will Bitten

The oldest player on this list, the
25-year-old Bitten is also the most tenured play-
er profiled with four full AHL seasons plus the 
COVID-shortened 2020-21 campaign under his belt. 
Upon his arrival in Springfield in December of 2021, 
Bitten’s development exploded. He posted 25 points 
in 45 regular season games before leading all Spring-
field skaters with 21 points during the T-Birds’ run to 
the Eastern Conference title.

It was more of the same in 2022-23 forBitten. Re-
warded with a new two-year contract, he made good 
on his new deal, potting a career high 22 goals and 23 assists in 65 games. The only AHL 
games he missed were for good reason, as earned his first NHL call-up (and a first game story 
for the ages) and a chance to be with the Blues for nearly a full month. 

Arguably the most vocal and most abrasive Springfield forward, Bitten will get a unique boost 
as his younger brother Sam will also be jockeying for a roster spot with the T-Birds. Another 
strong AHL campaign for Will could mean more NHL time in his future, as his all-around 
style lends himself to being a reliable bottom-six call-up in the event of injuries in St. Louis.
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